Circular No 302/2018 Dated 20 Dec 2018

Seminar on

Avoiding the Quicksand of Divorce

26 Jan 2019 (Saturday) | 8:45 am to 5:30 pm

KL Bar Auditorium

Wisma Badan Peguam Malaysia

(Formerly known as Wisma Straits Trading)
4% Floor, 2 Leboh Pasar Besar

50050 Kuala Lumpur
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Registration Fees

Members of the Bar | RM150
Non-Members | RM200
Law Students and Pupils in Chambers | RM70

CPD Code: T3/26012019/BC/BC192044/6

Registration for the event will begin at 8:15 am

The Bar Council Family Law Committee is organising this one-day seminar entitled “Avoiding the
Quicksand of Divorce”, bringing together eminent speakers from Malaysia and Singapore from the judicial,
legal and psychological spheres, to educate, share and reflect on key issues arising when distressed
litigants and their families seek justice. The topics featured include a focus on the intricacies of practice,
ethical considerations facing a family practitioner, and addressing and supporting the best interests of
children and vulnerable persons within the family justice system. It is hoped that this seminar will create
new collaborations with the relevant stakeholders and professionals, as a first step towards fulfilling our
quest for a multi-disciplinary approach, supported by family professionals, for an effective family justice
system in Malaysia.

Programme

8:15am
8:45am

8:55am

2:00 am

10:30 am

Registration

Opening Address
by George Varughese, President, Malaysian Bar

Welcoming Remarks
by Goh Siu Lin, Chairperson,
Bar Council Family Law Committee

Practical Problems in Family Litigation

Foreign Marriages and Divorces:
Registration and Recognition

by Balwant Singh Sidhu, Messrs Balwant Singh
Sidhu & Co.

Rebutting Presumptions for Child Custody
by Kan Weng Hin, Messrs W H Kan

Panel: Reflections from the Bench

Challenges in Resolving / Mediating
Matrimonial Disputes
by YA Dato’ Lee Swee Seng, High Court Judge

Thoughts / Observations on the Handling of
Family Law Cases

by Judge Foo Tuat Yien, Former Judicial
Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Singapore,
and Former Principal District Judge, Family Court
(2009-2014)

Moderator
Vicky Alahakone, Messrs Alahakone & Associates

11:30 am
12:00 noon

1:00 pm
2:00 pm

3:30 pm

5:30 pm

Refreshments

Is There a Code for Ethics for Family Law
Practitioners?
by Foo Yet Ngo, Messrs Y N Foo & Partners

Lunch
The Voice of the Child in Court

Part 1

+ Child Representative

+ Challenges in Interviewing Children,
Whether by Child Representatives or Judges

by Malathi Das, Joyce A. Tan & Partners LLC,

Singapore

Refreshments and Networking

Part 2

+ Challenges in Interviewing Children,
Whether by Child Representatives or Judges

+ Psychological Issues of the Child

+ Brainwashing of the Child

+ Usingthe Child as Leverage

by Dr Diana Lea Baranovich, Associate Professor,

Department of Educational Psychology and

Counselling, University of Malaya

End

Organised by
Bar Council
Family Law Committee

Issued by: Goh Siu Lin, Chairperson, Bar Council Family Law Committee
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I would like to register for the event (all fields must be completed):

Name:

(Tick where applicable)
Q Member of the Bar (Membership No):

Q Pupilin Chambers (Petition No) :

@ Others (NRIC No):

Email:

Name of Firm / Organisation:

Address:
Tel: Fax:
Signature: Date:

The personal information that you provide to the Bar Council, whether now or in
the future, may be used, recorded, stored, disclosed or otherwise processed by or
on behalf of the Bar Council for the purposes of facilitation and organisation of this
event, research and audit, maintenance of a participant database for the
promotion of this event, and such ancillary services as may be relevant.

Payment options:

(1)  Direct deposit to Hong Leong Bank Berhad
(Account No: 002-00-76064-5;
SWIFT Code: HLBBMYKL); or

(2)  Cheque or bank draft, payable to “Malaysian Bar”; or

(3)  Cash payment (up to RM250 only), at the ground
floor of the Bar Council Secretariat

All payments must be made in advance of the event, and
include all bank charges. Registration will be confirmed
once proof of payment is provided by email or fax, and full
payment is received.

Seats will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Cancellations must be made in writing. There will be no
refunds for cancellations made after 24 Jan 2019
(Thursday) but substitutions are allowed. The organiser
reserves the right to modify, cancel or postpone the event,
should circumstances arise that make such action
necessary, whereupon all registration fees paid will be
refunded.

(1)  Materials will be emailed only. No printed notes
will be provided.

(2)  No recording of the event is permitted via any
means at any time.

(3)  No part of the event content may be used /
reproduced in any form without the written and
explicit consent of the Bar Council and
speaker(s).

Points for the Continuing Professional Development
(“CPD”) Scheme will not be awarded to Members of the
Bar and pupils in chambers who arrive more than 15
minutes late, are not present throughout the event, or
leave before its scheduled end.

Please direct all correspondence (including completed
registration forms and proof of payment) and enquiries to:

Florence Laway
(03-2050 2104; florence@malaysianbar.org.my);
Rajeswari Gunarasa
(03-2050 2089; rajeswari@malaysianbar.org.my)
Fax: 03-2032 2043
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